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Oildale Water Providers Vote to Integrate 

A Victory for Citizens—Long-term Savings, Efficiencies in Store for Oildale Citizens                    
$3.5 Million in Reduced Billings in Store for NORMWD customers! 

After months of study, analysis and third-party consultant review, the Boards of both North of the River Municipal Water 
District (“NOR”) and Oildale Mutual Water Company (“Oildale”) have voted to integrate their retail water operations.  

While the decades-long conflict between the two entities caused by NOR’s entry into retail water delivery service, has 
been well-documented, the integration proposal saves the citizens of Oildale millions of dollars over the long-term.  

Oildale Mutual Water Company, a private not-for-profit company which has been in business since 1919, helped form 
NOR Municipal Water District, a public agency, in 1969 in order to procure state water project water for the Oildale 
community. NOR was formed to provide a wholesale water supply and served this function well until entering into a 
small retail water business right in the middle of Oildale Mutual’s service territory.  

Legal costs and conflicts have ensued for several decades with voters finally upending the NOR Board of Directors in the 
November 2012 election, in favor of candidates promising reforms, efficiency and elimination of wasteful  spending.  

Immediate savings will be muted by integration expenses including the absorption of unusual and expensive contracts 
awarded to two NOR employees which require them to be compensated for eighteen months beyond their employment 
in addition to full health and retirement benefits totaling nearly half a million dollars—just to these two individuals.  

However, real savings will be realized with the integration in the future by eliminating duplicative services, equipment 
and employees and foregoing hundreds of thousands of dollars in legal bills. Both boards will host a public meeting on 
March 4th at Standard School District cafeteria at 5:30 PM to answer questions and share the consultant reports. 

Oildale board president Bill Purkiser was extremely pleased with the future cost savings for customers. “This integration 
will stabilize our expenses, creative a productive working relationship with our water wholesaler, NOR and ultimately 

save the customers money. Oildale Mutual will be able to maintain reserve funds to protect our shareholders from 
special assessments and effectively deal with emergencies. This is a great day for the Oildale community.” 

Oildale Mutual Water Company was founded by area citizens to sell water to customers at cost.  Each of the 8,000+ retail customers is also a 
stockholder, having a personal interest in the company.  Since its founding in 1919, the Company has been committed to providing the best quality 

water available at the least cost to its customers/stockholders.                                                                                                                                                                                                                       


